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AnActto establish the Administration of Justice Commission with responsibility,
amongother things, for the general supervision of the administration of justice.

[199\ No.55.1

LCommencement.]

1. Establishment of the Administration of Justice Commission

Thereis hereby established a body to be known as the Administration of Justice
Commission(in this Act referred to as "the Commission").

2. Membersof the Commission

(I) TheCommissionshallconsistof the ChiefJusticeof Nigeliaas Chairmanand the
followingothermembers,that is-

(a) the Attorney-General of the Federation;

(b) the Minister of Internal Affairs;

(c) the Inspector-General of Police;
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(d) the Director of Prisons; and

(e) the President of the Nigerian Bar Association.

(2) The supplementary provisions contained in the Schedule to this Act shallhave~
feet withrespectto the proceedingsof the Commissionand the other mattersmentiol.
therein.

3. Functions of the Commission

(I) The Commission shall be charged with the general supervision of the administl1"

tion of justice in Nigeria.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (I) of this section, theCommis~
sion shall ensure that-

(a) the courtssystemin Nigeriais generallymaintainedand adequatelyfinanced;:

(b) judges and officersof the courts conformwith the Code of Ethicsof theiroG..
fice;

(c) criminal matters are speedily dealt with;

(d) congestion of cases in courts is drastically reduced;

(e) congestion in prisons is reduced to the barest minimum;

if) personsawaitingtrial are,as faras possible,notdetainedin prisoncustody;

(g) the relationship between the organs charged with responsibility for allaspedS1
of the administration of justice is cordial and there exists maximum~,
operation amongst the organs for effectiveness of the system of administration;'
of justice in Nigeria.

4. Establishment of State Committees

There is hereby established in each State of the Federation a body to be knownasIre,.
Administration of Justice Committee (in this Act referred to as "the Committee").

5. Composition of the Committee

(I) The Committee shall consist of the Chief Judge of the State as chairmanandthe.1

following other members, that is-

(a) the Attorney-General of the State;

(b) the Commissioner of Police of the State;

(c) the Chairman of the State branch of the Nigerian Bar Association; and

(d) the State Controller of Prison.

(2) The quorum of the Committee shall be three and subject thereto, the Committet
shall regulate its own procedure.
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6. Functionsof the Committee

TheCommitteeshall be charged with the general supervision of all aspects of the ad-
ministrationof justice in the State and the effective performance of the functions of all
organschargedwith responsibility for the administration of justice in the State.

7. Fundof the Conunission

(1) TheCommission shall establish and maintain a fund consiliting of such moneys as
may in each year be appropriated by the Federal Government for the purpose of the
Commission.

(2)The Commissionshall defray from the fund established pursuant to subsec-
tion(I) of thissectionfor the purposes of the functions of the Commission and the State
Committeesestablishedby this Act, all moneys payable under or in pursuance of this Act.

(3)TheChairmanof the Commission shall be the accounting officer for the purpose
ofcontrollinganddisbursing moneys from the fund established pursuant to this section.

8. Accountsand audit

(I) TheChairmanof the Commission shall before 30 September in each'year cause to
bepreparedanestimateof the expenditure and income of the Commission during the next
succeedingyearand when approved by the Commission. the estimate shall be forwarded
forapprovalbytheFederalGovernment.

(2) The Commissionshall keep proper accounts and proper records in relation
thereto,underthedirectionand control of the Chairman.

(3)Theaccountsof the Commission shall be audited annually by an auditor ap-
pointedbytheCommissionfrom the list and in accordancewith guidelinessuppliedby
theAuditor-GeneralfortheFederation. i,

f

9. Annualreports

TheCommitteeshall prepare and submit to the President not later than the 31 st day of
Decemberin eachyear, a report on the activities of the Commission during the immedi-
atelyprecedingyear,and shall include in that report a copy of the audited accounts of the
Committeeforthatyear and the auditor's report thereon.
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10. Interpretation

In thisAct,unless the context otherwise requires-

"Commission"means the Administration of Justice Commission established by sec-
tion1of this Act;

"Committee"means the Administration of Justice Committee established for each
Stateof theFederation by section 4 of this Act;

"functions"includes powers and duties.
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11. Short title

This Act may be cited as the Administration of Justice Commission Act.

SCHEDULE

[Section 2 (2).]

1. The Commission may make standing orders regulating the proceedings of the Commis.
sion, State Committees or of any commillee of the Commission.

2. The quorum of the Commission shall be three and the quorum of any commiueeoflhe
Commission shaH be determined by the Commission

3. If at any time while the office of the Chairman is vacant or the Chainnan is intheopinitl
of the Commission temporarily or permanently unable to perfonn the functions of hisOllilt,.
the Attorney-Genera! of the Federation shall perform the functions of the Chairmanllnderthis
Act and references in this Schedule to the chairman shall be construed accordingly.

4. (l) Subject to the provisions of any applicable: standing orders, the CommissionshaD.
meet whenever summoned by the Chairman; and if the Chairman is required so tn tlohyn0-
tice given to him by not less than three other members, he shall summon a meetingoflhe
Commission to be held within twenty-one days from the date on wh,ich the notice is g.iven.

(2) At any meeting of the Commission. the Chairman or, in his absence. the AllOmCj'
General of the Federation, shall preside at that meeling. '

(3) Where the Commission wishes to obtajlJ the advice of any person on a parlicub
matter, the Commission may co-opt him as a memher for such period as it thinks lit.hUll.
person who is a member by virtue of this sub-paragraph shall not be entitled to vote alan}
meeting of the Commission and shall not cOllnt towards a quorum.

s. (I) The Commission may appoint one or Inore committees to carry out, on behalfof lhe

Commission, such of its functions as the Commission may determine.

(2) A committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of the number of 1Jt:1~\!ns
determined by the Commission and not more than olle-thirdof those persons may heper.;uns
who are not members of the Commission and a pcrsoll. other than a member of the Commis.
sion. shall hold office in the committee in accordancewith the terms of the letterbywhichhe
is appointed.

(3) A decision of a committee of the Commis,inn shall be of no effect until it is((111-
firmed by the Commission.

6. The fixing of the seal of the Commission shall be authenticated by the signatureoflhe
Chairman or of some other member authorised generally or specially by the Commissil1nlO
act for that purpose by the Commission.
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SUBSIDIARY LEGIS LATION

No Subsidiary Leii.~lation
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